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	Glasstress Riga – Works from Berengo Studio

The opening exhibition of Art Museum “Riga Bourse”
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	National architectural monument Riga Bourse has built in 1855 and modelled in Venetian Palazzo style. The opening exhibition is designed to link Venice and Riga cities - artists from different countries have been created contemporary art works in Murano glass for two exhibition halls simultaneously – Palazzo Cavalli - Franchetti in Venice and Riga Bourse. The exhibition “Glasstress Riga – Works from Berengo Studio” will take place in the great museum`s exhibition hall where in future mutable expositions will be hold. 

Successfully initiated by Berengo Studio (Murano) already in 2009 in Venice the project “Glasstress” is carried on also in 2011 together with contemporary Venice art Biennale. A part of art works for the exhibition “Glassterss Riga – Works from Berengo Studio” have created especially for Berengo Studio contemporary art collection during the last years.

 Art Museum “Riga Bourse” in collaboration with Berengo Studio (Italy) has selected the art works for this exhibition. Well - known artists have created pieces which expressively translate exclusive Venice brands in contemporary art language. These are not only gondolas, chandeliers or mirrors. The artists have been interpreted such themes as “Death in Venice”, the restricted area idea coming from historical ghetto conception, the special atmosphere of cupolas in lagoon city and many other phenomena.

In exhibition take part Jan Fabre (Belgium), Ernst Billgren (Sweden), Michael Joo and Fred Wilson (USA), Javier Perez (Spain), Orlan (France), Konstantin Khudyakov (Russia) and many other artists usually working with different materials to realize their ideas. Now due to Berengo Studio`s challenge they try to materialize their concepts in glass. From Latvia in exhibition participates Sarmīte Māliņa and Kristaps Kalns with the art work “Don`t Forget Me”. 

The exhibition`s concept is build on stress between the ideal world and it`s representatives in material world. The object “Gondola” of Russian artist Dmitry Gutov will be one of the exhibition`s exclusive events. The formation of this art work in Berengo Studio in Murano and it`s purchase for the Art Museum`s “Riga Bourse” permanent collection is supported by Boriss an Inara Teterevi Foundation.

The exhibition organizers are Latvian National Museum of Art, Berengo Studio 1989, Venice Projects.
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